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The Importance of Striving to be
Davak (Connected) to Hashem

By Daniel Keren


Rabbi Elya Brudny


The second speaker of the Labor Day Hakhel-Agudas Yisroel Nationwide Selichos Yom Iyun was Rabbi Elya Brudny, Rosh Yeshiva of the Mir Yeshiva in Flatbush. The topic he addressed was “The Days of Rachamim and Selichot.”


He began by noting that traditionally, especially those of us who are Ashkenazi Jews unlike our Sephardic brethren have two distinctive tefillos, prayers which we recite on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.


One of those is the heart-rendering Nesaneh Tokef that according to tradition was composed by Rabbi Amnon of Mainz, an 11th Century German Torah luminary who lived in a time when pressure was being brought to make the Jews convert to Christianity. According to the legend, Rabbi Amnon was asked by his friend the governor to abandon his religion and join the Church. Attempting to push off the governor he asked for three days to think about it and he immediately regretted even giving the impression that he might consider giving up Judaism.

Declaring the Words of the Nesane Tokef


As a punishment for his refusal to return to the governor when the three days were up, Rabbi Amnon was brutally tortured and just before he died of those wounds he asked to be brought into the shul where he declared the words of the Nesane Tokef, a piyut (a liturgical prayer) that we today receited as an introduction to the Kedusha of the Musaf [of both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.]

This tefillah and also that of inspiring Bayom Din bring out feelings in us of wanting to come closer to the Abishter during these holy days of awe. They arouse in us a feeling for the essence of these special days when we ask who is going to have life, who will have success, etc.


These are not prayers, but just acknowledgements of the justice of the Abishter’s judgments. On Shabbos Ki Savo, Rabbi Brudy noted, we read in the Torah portion of the klallos, curses before Rosh Hashanah. This symbolizes our hope that the curses should end and that the New Year should be one of brochos (blessings) and a good life.


If a person listens to the reading of the Tochocho (Admonitions) in Parshas Ki Savo with yiras shomayim (a sincere fear of the Abishter) along with the proper kavonas (concentration), it should serve to be as though we had thereby experienced the [painful] klallos.

These Dreaded Punishments are the Results of Our Sins


It is important that we understand that these dreaded punishment are the results of our cheits (sins) and non-fulfillment of our Torah obligations. It will then be as though we will have gone through the curses promised in the Torah and can thereby go with a clean slate into Rosh Hashanah and the new year.


All Hakodesh Baruch Hu wants is that we should be afraid [of the consequences of sins] and not properly observing His Torah. This entails remembering the mightiness of Hakodesh Baruch Hu and developing a [healthy] fear of Hashem. Yet such a perception is our greatest protection for a good new year.


Of course, we understand that there as aspects of a day of simcha [regarding Rosh Hashanah] that can be found in our confidence that our Father in Heaven [truly] wants to write us in the Book of Life for a good year. Yet this needs to be combined with a [honest] fear of the coming Mishpat, judgement [that is recorded on Rosh Hashanah.]


Hashem wants us to know that it is our misdeeds that lead to many potential punishments. Yet this very awareness is simultaneously our guarantee for a good year. Whenever the Machzor (Prayerbook for the Days of Awe) talks to us of the terrible punishments, we are not going to [intellectually or emotionally] skirt them. But by considering that we deserve these punishments emotionally and conceptually, we can merit by our regrets (teshuvah) to deserve a blessed year. In such a way, it is in our hand how the coming year will turn out.


The Abishter should grant all of us siyata d’shmaya (heavenly guidance_ to alolw us to utilize these three important days to help us all merit a chasima v’chasiva v’chasima tova (to be written and inscribed for a good year.)

Making This Year’s Teshuva Different


The third speaker at the Labor Day Yom Iyun Yarchei Kallah was Rabbi Yitzchok Sorotzkin, Rosh Yeshiva of the Mesivta of Lakewood who focused on the topic of “Making This Year’s Teshuva Different.”
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Rabbi Yitzchok Sorotzkin


He said that on Rosh Hashanah we are being makriv ourselves as a korban (offering) to Hakodesh Baruch Hu. We are told to bring ourselves as an offering to Hakodesh Baruch Hu. Therefore in the days before [through participating in early morning Selichos services] we have the chance to check ourselves and scrutinize and understand that we all have blemishes [that we must try and correct before Rosh Hashanah.] A blemished animal cannot be offered to Hashem.


Are we living our lives as though we are davak (trying to cleave close) to Hakodesh Baruch Hu [by properly observing the mitzvos He has commanded us to fulfill in His Torah that He gave us at Har Sinai.] People think that teshuvah means getting rid of our sins. This is wrong. Teshuvah means coming back to Hakodesh Baruch Hu.


Hakodesh Baruch Hu tells us that He will show us by Himself doing teshuvah. How is it possible for Hakodesh Baruch Hu to do teshuvah when there is no concept of His doing a cheit, sin? The answer is that Hakodesh Baruch Hu’s tershuva is allowing us to come back to Him when we do a proper teshuvah.

Causing Hakodesh Baruch Hu to Turn Away from Us


For when we sin, this causes a  hester panim, that Hakodesh Baruch Hu turns away from us. Yet before Rosh Hashanah, Hakodesh Baruch He allows us to come back to Him by [encouraging us in Chodesh Elul] to do our own teshuvah and return to Him [thereby obliterating the separation that our chatayim, sins of the past year caused us.]


The Maharal in his sefer Be’er Hagolah writes that if you no longer have a connection to something, you will ultimately forget it and consequently it will become less important to you. That is why many Torah Gedolim (prominent Torah leaders) such as Rav Moshe Feinstein never forgot any of the Torah they learned because it was so important to them. If one has a valuable jewel will he forget about it?


Rabbi Sorotzkin noted that if we understand that every mitzvah is a treasure, we wouldn’t forget to perform them or to appreciate them and perform them in the best manner possible. And yet all too often we lose a connection to this spiritual truth and instead pursue narishkeit (worthless things.)


Therefore at the outset of Chodesh Elul we begin to blow the shofar and this comes to remind us that Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is coming shortly. That also reminds us of what our true desires should be – to return and reconnect to the Abishter in all our ways.

What are We Going to Say on Rosh Hashanah?


We are going to say on Rosh Hashanah – “Tiku bachodesh shofar.” When should you blow the shofar? In the month [of Tishrei] that you enter the Sukkah, a time of material bounty [when you have gathered in your harvest.] Yet this material abundance poses the very real danger that can cause us to lose sight of our true mission in life – to work on developing our Olam Habah (reward in the World to Come.)


This world we currently live in is a beautiful place similar to the foyer in a fancy palace. One can easily get lost in trying to enjoy all the pleasures of this world and thereby forgetting that we are not going to live forever and that our real purpose is to enter that Palace which symbolizes the spiritual delights of the World to Come.


Did you set two separate times a day [once in the morning and once at night] to learn Torah? Did you steal time for learning Torah? We understand that one can’t ever steal. So how can one steal time in order to learn Torah? Yet if we truly understood just how precious our learning Torah and performing mitzvahs are [with the great reward that awaits us in Olam Habah] we would eagerly steal time from the narishkeit that we are otherwise blindly pursuing.


When we show Hakodesh Baruch Hu that all we care about is to learn His Torah and to do His mitzvahs, then He will respond by bring the geulah sheleima, the long-awaited and complete redemption from our galus and allow us to celebrate Tishrei in Yerushalayim.

Bring Brachas (Blessing) into the Coming Year


Completing the inspiring Labor Day Yarchei Kallah was the shiur by Rabbi Avrohom Schorr, Rav of Khal Nezer Gedalyahu on how to “Bring Bracha (Blessing) into the Coming Year.”
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Rabbi Avrohom Schorr


He spoke about the concept that a person cannot be davek, connected to two places at the same time. We can understand that where a person is truly davek is where he runs to in a time of danger. That is the ultimate litmus test. Our grandparents in times of danger would run to the beis hamedrash [to avert the pending danger by either learning Torah or reciting Tehillim.]


Everybody knows today that there are unfortunately many places that one can be davek to that are not connected to the Abishter. One should aim to be davek only to the Abishter so that He will be galeh, revealed in this world. If you are connected to the Abisher in that nothing else is important to you, than you are connected by the osios [Hebrew letters] mem and heh that symbolizes kavod hamalchus, the glory of Hashem.


If a person has to vote for someone else to be his president for the next four years, many people are able to do such [an act of trust.] If however one was asked to vote for the same person should be his President for eight years, less people would be comfortable to do so. And if we had to vote that this person [a human being] should govern us for the rest of our lives, nobody would be happy and able to put their trust that such a person would good for him and nobody would want to vote in such an election.


And yet when we come to Rosh Hashanah, we have no similar fears and Rabbi Schorr declared that we can confidently declare that we proclaim our desire to crown the Abishter as our King forever.

Shabbat Shuba –

The Easiest Misva

By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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Many  of  us  find  Teshuba  to  be  a  difficult,  grueling  process.  We often feel  too  intimidated  to  even  begin  thinking  about  Teshuba  and  changing who  we  are. 

And  yet,  ironically  enough,  the  Torah  indicates  that  Teshuba  is actually  the  easiest  Misva. Last  Shabbat,  in  Parashat  Nisavim,  we  read, “For this  Misva...is  not  too  difficult  for  you,  nor  is  it  distant  from  you...  It is very  near  to  you,  in  your  mouth  and  in  your  heart...”  (Debarim  30:11-14).The  Ramban  (Rabbi  Moshe  Nahmanides,  Spain,  1194-1270)  explains these  Pesukim  as  referring  to  the  Misva  of  Teshuba.    It  is  regarding  this Misva  that  we  are  reassured  that  it  is  easy,  that  it  is  not  difficult  or distant, that  it  can  be  easily  achieved. 

The  Torah  does  not  make  this  point  about  any  other  Misva.    We  are never  told  that  it  is  easy  to  observe  Shabbat  or  Pesah.    Yet,  specifically when  it  comes  to  Teshuba,  to  changing  our  characters,  which  seems  to  be the  most  difficult  Misva  of  all,  the  Torah  tells  us  that  is  easy.    How  could Teshuba  be  an  easy  Misva? 

To  answer  this  question,  we  turn  our  attention  to  an  esoteric comment of  the  Arizal  (Rabbi  Yishak  Luria  of  Safed,  1534-1572)  concerning  the widespread  custom  to  wear  a  Tallit  on  the  night  of  Yom  Kippur.


 It  is  generally  customary  to  ensure  to  put  on  the  Tallit  before sundown,  so  that  we  are  able  to  recite  the  Beracha  over  the  Tallit.    Since a Beracha  is  not  recited  when  putting  on  Sisit  at  night,  and  we  want  to “cash in”  on  every  possible  Misva  before  Yom  Kippur,  we  try  to  put  on the Tallit  before  sundown  so  we  can  recite  a  Beracha.


The  Arizal,  however,  held  differently.    He  writes  –  astonishingly enough  –  that  one  does  not  recite  a  Beracha  over  the  Tallit  worn  on  the night  of  Yom  Kippur,  even  if  he  puts  on  the  Tallit  before  sundown, because  the  Tallit  does  not  belong  to  him.    Even  though  he  paid  for  the Tallit  and  he  wears  it  every  day,  it  is  not  his.    On  Yom  Kippur,  the  Tallit belongs  to  the  A-mighty. 

How  are  we  to  understand  this  concept,  that  the  Tallit  on  Yom Kippur  actually  belongs  to  G-d,  and  is  not  ours? 

Rabbi  Shimshon  Pincus  (1944-2001)  offers  a  beautiful  explanation. G-d  relates  to  us  in  many  different  ways.    On  some  occasions,  He  relates to  us  as  a  mighty  warrior,  and  at  others  as  a  loving  father.    Sometimes  He acts  as  judge,  and  other  times  as  a  king.


 Forgive  the  expression,  but  we  might  say  that  G-d  wears  many  hats, as  it  were,  playing  a  wide  range  of  different  roles  in  our  lives.    On  Yom Kippur,  Rav  Pincus  says,  G-d  relates  to  us  as  a  mother. More  often  than not,  when  a  father  is  caring  for  an  infant,  he  returns  the  infant  to  the mother  as  soon  as  the  infant  soils  himself  and  his  clothing  and  needs  to  be cleaned  and  changed.    Fathers  certainly  enjoy  coddling  and  spending  time with  their  baby,  but  they  rush  to  pass  on  the  childcare  responsibilities  once there  is  filth  involved. 

Sin  soils  the  soul.    We  cannot  see  the  filth  with  our  eyes,  but  the filth  of  sin  exists,  and  the  great  Sadikim  are  able  to  sense  it.    On  Yom Kippur,  G-d  comes  to  us  as  a  loving,  tender,  caring  mother  to  clean  up our mess,  to  get  rid  of  our  sins  and  make  us  clean  as  new.    We  enter Yom Kippur  like  an  infant  that  has  just  dirtied  himself,  and  we  emerge from  Yom  Kippur  like  an  infant  wrapped  in  his  towel  after  his  bath,  fresh and  clean.


The  Tallit,  Rav  Pincus  says,  symbolizes  the  “towel”  in  which  G-d wraps  us,  like  a  mother  wrapping  her  clean  child.    This  is  not  our  Tallit. After  all,  on  Yom  Kippur  we  are  like  infants,  who  own  nothing.    This  is our  “Mother’s”  Tallit,  the  Tallit  which  G-d  wraps  us  in  as  He  cleanses our souls. 

The  Sages  describe  Yom  Kippur  as  one  of  the  happiest  days  of  the year.    It  is  not  a  sad  day;  it  is  an  exciting  day,  because  becoming  clean  is exciting.    We  are  transformed  from  a  state  of  filth  to  a  state  of  perfec  cleanliness. 

And  this  is  why  Teshuba  is  so  easy  –  because  it  is  the  only  Misva we  do  with  G-d  nearby  as  a  loving  mother  helping  us.    G-d  comes  to clean  us.    As  the  Mishna  says, “Fortunate  are  you,  Israel!    Before  whom you  are  purified,  and  who  purifies  you?    Your  Father  in  heaven!” Hashem cleans  us  on  Yom  Kippur,  He  holds  our  hand  and  leads  us  through  the process  of  repentance,  and  this  is  what  makes  it  easy. 

There  is,  however,  one  condition.    A  baby  must  cry  out  to  his mother when  he  is  dirty  and  needs  to  be  cleaned.    The  mother  won’t  come unless  she  hears  the  infant’s  desperate  cries  for  help.    And  the  same  is true of  us  and  our  “Mother.” G-d  comes  to  clean  us  only  after  He  hears  us crying  for  help.


This  means  that  at  some  point  on  Yom  Kippur  –  and  the  earlier  the better  –  we  have  to  cry  out  desperately  for  G-d  to  come  help  us.    We need  to  sincerely  feel  the  discomfort  of  the  accumulated  filth  on  our  souls, and  to  genuinely  cry  out  to  G-d  to  help  us


He  will  then  immediately  come  to  clean  us  off  like  a  mother devotedly  tends  to  her  child,  and  warmly  wrap  us  in  His  Tallit,  eliminating all  our  sins,  leading  us  back  to  His  service,  and  granting  us  complete forgiveness  and  the  precious  opportunity  to  begin  the  year  with  a  perfectly clean  slate.
Reprinted from this week’s website of the Edmund J Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn whose spiritual leader is Rabbi Eli J. Mansour.

Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parashat Veyelech
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Moshe, our great teacher and leader, the greatest of all prophets and the lawgiver of the Torah to Israel and the world, remains in his role as the greatest teacher even on his last day at on earth. And the words of Moshe, as recorded for us in this week’s Torah reading, are probably some of the strongest words of prophecy that exist in the Holy Scriptures.


Moshe, like all great teachers, is vividly aware of the shortcomings that exist in his classroom. He knows that his students are lazy, backsliders, uninterested in the subject being taught, and generally a sullen and rebellious lot. Yet, like all great teachers, he is full of hope and optimism regarding their eventual future and that his efforts to educate and guide them would not be a waste.


There will come a day when the students will remember what the teacher said long ago and take it to heart and apply it to life and to circumstances, both personal and national. It is this innate knowledge that every teacher has that keeps the teacher striving even in the face of difficulties.


Eventually, the lessons of life and history will sink in and the student will become aware of what the teacher was attempting to convey. Even though the student may have chosen to ignore or even forget what was taught to him for a good portion of one’s lifetime, there will always be a day of recognition and remembrance.


The Talmud teaches us that the words in the message of the teacher are not truly absorbed by the student until at least 40 years later. We have teachers when we are young and then, by our very nature, we are unable to truly appreciate and internalize what we are being taught. Knowledge and facts can be taught but spirit and life wisdom are much more difficult for students to absorb.


So, the teacher is relegated to planting seeds within the student that in the fullness of time and the richness of experience will eventually blossom and become meaningful. This is exactly how Moshe phrases his prophecy in this week’s Torah reading. He speaks of a far distant future, of the end of days, a time when all the human plans and certainties have been exhausted and proven to be of little value, and it is at that time that the Jewish people will seek to return to their status as a holy nation and a kingdom of priests.


They will remember the lessons that Moshe taught them in their youth and that they have so sorely neglected over centuries of exile and even of rebirth. And these lessons will now rise up before them and drive them towards eternal goals and eventual vindication and triumph.

Reprinted from the current website of Rabbiwein.com

Why Moses’ Torah Scroll

Was Placed in the Holy Ark
From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah portion, Vayeilech, speaks about the holy ark of the Tabernacle, carried about by the Jews for their 40 years in the desert, and which afterward occupied a central position in the Holy Temple. "Take this book of the law, and put it at the side of the ark of the covenant of the L-rd your G-d, that it shall be there as a witness," the Torah states. 


One opinion of our Sages holds that the book Moses is referring to, the Torah scroll, was put in the ark together with the tablets of the Ten Commandments, and the other opinion holds that the Torah scroll was placed next to the ark. In any event, either inside or next to it, what is significant is that the Torah scroll was placed inside the Holy of Holies.

The Holy of Holies, therefore, contained two versions of G-d's Word--the written letters of the Torah scroll, consisting of ink painstakingly transcribed by Moses' hand onto parchment, and the Hebrew letters of the tablets of the law--letters engraved on stone by a Divine hand.


The letters of the Ten Commandments were not ordinary letters which any human being could chisel into a stone surface. The tablets themselves were miraculous, as the letters could be read the same way from either side simultaneously. In addition, the "hollow" letters engraved on the tablets, such as the samech and final mem, seemed to hover in their places, impossible for a human being to duplicate.


It is quite logical, considering all the miracles connected to the Ten Commandments, that the tablets were placed in the Holy of Holies. Many other miracles occurred in the Holy of Holies, among them the fact that the ark itself took up no physical space; although it measured exactly the number of cubits specified in the Torah, if one measured the distance between the ark and the wall of the Holy of Holies, the ark seemed to occupy no space at all. Above and not limited to the boundaries of time and space, the purpose of the Holy of Holies was to spread G-d's light in the physical world, past the outer limits of the Temple, past the borders of Jerusalem, over the entire world and all its inhabitants.


But why was an ordinary Torah scroll, ink on parchment, also given a place in the Holy of Holies? The purpose of the Torah is to transform and elevate the world and make it holy with our actions, by performing the Torah's 613 commandments. 


No aspect of the physical world is beneath the Torah's jurisdiction and concern; the lowliest and most insignificant detail of our lives is significant and a force for good when we live according to G-d's blueprint, the Torah. The letters of the Torah scroll, ordinary ink on the skin of a kosher animal, point to our ability to turn even the most common elements of our lives into something higher. 

The inclusion of the Torah scroll in the Holy of Holies teaches us that the ordinary physical world that surrounds us is the vehicle and medium through which we are to carry out G-d's Divine plan for creation.

Reprinted from the Parashat Vayelech 5753/1992 issue of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization.

Rav Mordechai Meltzer 


Rav Mordechai Meltzer z"l was born 5557 (1797) and died 27 Sivan 5643 (1883). Born Mordechai Kletzky, our subject took his father-in-law's last name (Meltzer) and he was known to Lithuanian Jewry of his time as Rav Mordechai Meltzer. 


He was born in Vilna and was educated there. In his teenage years, he also spent six months each year in the Volozhin yeshiva under the tutelage of its founder, Rav Chaim Volozhiner. At a relatively young age, Rav Mordechai was requested to lead a group of young married men who studied in the kloiz/study hall of R' David Strashun in Vilna. (R' David was the father-in-law of the Rashash, whose commentary appears in the standard Vilna Talmud.) 


In 1827, Rav Mordechai was invited to head the yeshiva which had been founded three years earlier by the wealthy Vilna resident, Rabbi Maila, and which over time became known as the "Ramailes Yeshiva." This appointment was encouraged by the head of the Vilna bet din, Rav Abbale Posvaler, a noted posek who highly respected the 30-year old scholar (Rav Mordechai) and consulted with him on halachic questions which came to him from near and far. 


Rav Mordechai told his students that when he parted from Rav Chaim of Volozhin and requested his blessing, the latter said, "Do not be surprised that I make myself available to answer any question presented to me, no matter how illogical, for regarding this the Sages said, 'I have learned most of all from my students'." 


In relating this episode, Rav Mordechai added, "Our master, Rav Chaim, in effect prophesied that I would one day be a rosh yeshiva, and he taught me that an impatient teacher cannot teach." As a result, Rav Mordechai repeatedly urged his students never to be ashamed to ask questions as they saw fit. 


In 1852, Rav Mordechai became rabbi of Kalawaria, Lithuania, where he also headed a yeshiva. In 1865, he assumed the rabbinate of Lida, and at that time he began to devote himself to the study of kabbalah. 


On his deathbed, Rav Mordechai said to his son, "I have just developed a novel thought on which I can base my derashah in the World-of-Truth." Shortly thereafter, he passed away. (Rabbotenu She'bagolah)

Reprinted from the Rosh Hashono/Parshas Vayelech 5779 parshasheet whY I Matter of the Young Israel of Midwood(Brooklyn, edited by Yedidye Hirtenfeld.

'This is a Man Who

Respects Women'

By Benny Tocker
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Col. Avinoam Emunah of the IDF’S Golan Formation - Photo - Courtesy of Channel 10


Women’s organization “Breaking the Equality” expressed support for Col. Avinoam Emunah, commander of the Golan Formation, who asked that a male representative of the IDF spokesperson serve under him father than a female representative.


Following his request, which was answered in the affirmative, he was attacked by a Haaretzreporter who accused the senior officer of "excluding women."


Na'ama Zarbiv, chairwoman of the organization, believes that every mother of a female soldier would not want her daughter to sit in a car at night with another man. "There is no choice in the army, and he is a married person and knows what complex situations the army has, so he asks that they let him choose to be with a spokesman and not a spokeswoman. This is a man who respects women.”


"I ask mothers - would you be ready for your daughter to be under a commander day and night? There are complex and embarrassing situations in the army, and we are happy that the army responded to his request and placed a spokesman under him."


Colonel Avinoam Emunah, who entered his new post as Golan Formation Commander in July, was asked to choose a new IDF Spokesman representative to serve in the brigade.


Among candidates for placement at the time were female soldiers, and Emunah explained it was more convenient for him to serve with a man at his side. Following his request, a male NCO.was appointed brigade spokesman.


Haaretz reporter Uri Misgav criticized the senior officer for his decision to prefer a male soldier to a female soldier: "This is a matter of her exclusion for all intents and purposes - quiet, gray, creeping. Repeatedly, that's exactly how it works.


"The IDF must decide: If it's determined to remain the army of the people, in which joint service and equality of gender roles are established, then light matters must be enforced like serious ones, even if it involves putting religious commanders in their place, no matter how heroic."


38-year-old Emunah wears a yarmulke and is married and the father of five. The esteemed officer was awarded a medal by the Battalion Commander for his performance as the Paratroopers' 101 Battalion Commander during Operation Protective Edge.


The IDF Spokesman's Office said in response: "The IDF Spokesman's Unit serves both men and women as division spokespersons, and their placement is determined solely on the basis of professional considerations."


A military source confirmed the Golan Formation Commander did indeed request a male non-commissioned officer as brigade spokesman but stressed that at no stage did he veto a spokeswoman for the brigade. According to him, appointing a spokesman for the brigade was made for practical reasons.
Reprinted from the September 5, 2018 email of Arutz Sheva.
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